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SUBJECT: PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF LUMBER IMPORTS 
REFERENCE: STATE 277334 

1 . DURING VISIT OF AMBASSADOR SELDEN AND CHARGE TO TONGA 

EARLY LAST MONTH, AMBASSADOR RAISED WITH SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 
OF TONGA QUESTION OF DISPARITY BETWEEN PREFERENTIAL DUTY ON 
NEW ZEALAND LUMBER (DUTY FREE) AND DUTY CHARGED ON AMERICAN 
TIMBER. 

2. SEC TO GOVERNMENT EXPLAINED THUT TONGA STILL 
OPERATING ANOND COMMONWEALTH PREFERENCE DOUBLE LINE 
TARIFF, BUT THAT HE SUPPORTING ACTION TO ADOPT SINGLE LINE 

TARIFF. AMBASSADOR URGED HIM TO PRESS FORWARD ON ACTION TO PROVIDE 
RELIEF FOR AMERICAN LUMBER AND OTHER GOODS. 

3. WHEN REFTEL RECEIVED, CHARGE CONTACTED SEC TO GOVERNMENT 
WHO INFORMED HIM THAT DOUBLE LINE SCHEDULE STILL IN EFFECT, 

BUT THAT HE LOOKING INTO POSSIBILITY OF EXEMPTING AMERICAN 
LUMBER. ON INSTRUCTIONS OF AMBASSADOR, CHARGE HAS WRITTEN 
SEPARATELY TO SENATOR PACKWOOD TO ACQUAINT HIM WITH CURRENT 
POSITION. 

4. BELIEVE THERE IS GOOD POSSIBILITY TONGA EVENTUALLY WILL 
ADOPT SINGLE LINE TARIFF OR, FAILING THAT. PROVIDE MPN REPEAT 
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